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it's cracked up

to be

Stretched ceiling technique
a permanent fix
for recurring cracks

‘One of the interesting things is you can
have it silkscreened with murals’

—Winnipeg architect Lloyd Sector, who has also discovered the flex-
ibility of stretched ceilings

By Joel Schlesinger

OU wouldn’t know it from
i looking at the vaulted ceiling
of Paul and Heather Beaudry’s
home in East St. Paul, but an un-
sightly crack runs across it.

“The vaulted ceiling is so large
that in the winter the trusses move
a bit because of the difference
between the cold and the heat,” Paul
Beaudry says about the causes.

The Beaudrys considered hav-
ing it repaired by a drywaller, who
would bring in a scaffold, patch
up the crack and make it look like
new again, but they feared it could
become a yearly ritual.

“I know that next winter it will
happen again,” Beaudry says. “To
go through it every year is a little on
the depressing side.”

So he found an alternative.

While reading an article in the
Free Press Homes section last
spring, he saw a brief mention about
polyester and polyurethane textile
fabric ceiling that could be installed
without having to repair or remove
the existing ceiling.

After a bit of web research, he

Dany Ensminger installs the stretched fabric ceiling in the Beaudry
home in East St. Paul. The polyester and polyurethane material cov-
ers cracks permanently, flexes to accommodate any shifting, comes

in a variety of colours and patterns and carries a 10-year warranty.

called the owner of the Winnipeg-
based company, Dany Ensminger, a
carpenter who recently emigrated
from France and the only person in
Western Canada trained to install

the fabric ceilings, which have been

Paul and Heather Beaudry, from right, were getting discouraged by a crack that
would appear each year in their East St. Paul home. They hired Dany Ensmin-
ger, left, and say they can’t tell the stretched ceiling from painted drywall.

in use in Europe for more than 12
years.
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